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distant "from the small" Ringdom hamlet. After the
Pense Pass I was too much fatigued to take any notes
regarding it, and can only remember generally its char-
acteristics. A gateway, outside of which there were
some large Choten, led through strong stone walls into
an open court-yard, round which were the cells possessed
by the monks. These, with various offices, occupied
three sides of a quadrangle, and on the fourth side was
the room for prayer, down the centre of which ran a
cushioned double divan, on which the monks were-wont
to offer up their supplications. Beyond this was the
temple, with relic-chambers attached. Both the walls
and the temple were adorned with praying flags, and
the former constituted the back walls of the cells of the
monks. There were a number of images and pictures
in the temple, one of which reminded me of the Chinese
Queen of Heaven. I thought I had clearly impressed
the .characteristics of this monastery upon my mind;
but find now, after the lapse of time, that if I went into
the subjecj I should be in great danger of developing it
out of the depths of my consciousness. The monks, of
whom there were about thirty, were very agreeable, and
made no objections to my entering the temple; but,
after the snowstorm, and in the sort of country I was in,
it would not have done to have halted for even a single
day. The resemblances between Lamaism and Roman
Catholicism have been pointed out by MM. Hue and
Gabet and others. Koeppen defines Lamaism as a cor-
rupted Budhism, having the same relation to early Biid-
hism that the Romish Church has to primitive Chris-
tianity. The corrupting influence was the Sivaism of
India, but some old Turanian superstitionsg appear to
have been worked in also. The ruling idea of Lamaism
appears to be that of a sovereign Church or ecclesias-
tical state ; and nowhere else does the monastic system
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